
Recitation 1 – Getting Started 

This recitation is just about getting you up to speed with the tools.  

Installing eclipse and ambient 

Follow all of the instructions to install eclipse with the ambient plugin. There is a video 

guide here that shows the whole process. 

Hello World - Writing your first Java program 

1. Start Eclipse. 

2. Create a new Java Project:  

1. File->New->New Java Project. 

 

2. Enter a project name into the Project name field, for example, “HelloWorld”. 

 

http://www.cs.duke.edu/csed/ambient/files.htm
http://www.cs.duke.edu/csed/ambient/install
http://www.cs.duke.edu/csed/ambient/install


3. Click “Finish“–It will ask you if you want the Java perspective to open. (You do.) 

3. Create a new Java class:  

1. Click the “Create a Java Class” button in the toolbar. (this is the icon that looks 

the a green circle with a C in it with a tooltip that says “New Java Class.”) 

 

2. Enter “HelloWorld” into the Name field. 

 

3. Click the checkbox indicating that you would like Eclipse to create a “public 

static void main(String[] args)” method. 

 

4. Click “Finish“. 

4. A Java editor for HelloWorld.java will open. In the main method enter the 

following line. 
     System.out.println("Hello World"); 

5. Save using ctrl-s. This automatically compiles HelloWorld.java. 

6. Click the “Run” button in the toolbar (looks like a white triangle in a green circle). The 

console will open and display “Hello World“. 

 

Snarfing an exercise 

1. Snarf the code for Recitation 1 by following the ambient snarfing instructions and using 

our site address: 

http://www.cs.duke.edu/courses/compsci201/fall15/snarf 

2. Now complete a quick exercise on writing loops. Look through the code and make sure 

you understand what it’s doing. If you have any questions, ask a recitation TA or post on 

piazza. Here is a helpful sheet that shows Python, Matlab and the equivalent Java code. 

In the snarfed code, you’ll see a method named draw, which draws a number of asterisks. 

Run the code for yourself and double check it has the expected behavior (The output 

should be 10 lines, where the first line has 1 asterisk, the second has 2, the third has 3, 

http://www.cs.duke.edu/csed/ambient/help/snarf.htm
http://www.cs.duke.edu/courses/fall11/cps100/assign/hangman/PythonMatlabJava.pdf


and so on up to 10). Now, see if you can modify the code to make it more efficient (using 

loops). For example, what if we wanted to do 1,000 of these types of lines? We’d like an 

easy way to be able to do that. 

Submitting your work 

After you’ve completed the exercise, submit your work through eclipse by following the 

instructions. For this recitation only, you may ignore where it talks about submitting a 

README.txt. Alternatively, you can submit through the web. 

Always confirm that your work was correctly submitted by checking the submission 

history! 

 

http://www.cs.duke.edu/courses/common/eclipsesubmit/
https://www.cs.duke.edu/csed/websubmit/app/

