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The Digital Divide refers to the gap between those individuals and communities with

technological access and those without this fundamental asset. More specifically, the

divide refers to a separation between individuals with Internet access and those

without this ability. In the United States, while 51% of  all homes have a computer,

only 41.5% have Internet access, and as the Internet has become increasingly

important as a means of  communication and economic advancement, a lack of

access to this technology exacerbates the pre-existing social and economic divisions

between low-income and high income communities. A U.S. Department of

Commerce study in the fall of  2000 found that while 86.3% of  all households

earning $75,000 and above per year had Internet access, only 12.7% of  households

earning less than 15,000 per year had Internet access. In order to bridge this gap,

the government must enact initiatives to subsidize access to poorer communities

and implement cheap yet effective technologies to enable such areas to become

connected to the rest of  the world. These innovations are necessary to provide

Americans with the fundamental right of  communication which has been affirmed by

the UN Universal Declaration on Human Rights. 
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Position: Against Government Subsidization 

Point: While the digital divide exists, it is a symptom rather than a cause of  racial

and economic disenfranchisement. Given that the government has finite funds with

which to fight this disenfranchisement, we feel that the money is better spent on

root causes like education. While computers and internet access are useful education

tools, they are often seen as sufficient in and of  themselves. This is not true. Given

the limited funds, it is more important for the government to buy up to date

textbooks and to hire qualified teachers than to put computers in classrooms and

homes. by combatting root causes of  the inequality, the government can bridge the

gap more efficiently than by putting computers in the homes and schools of  people

who aren't always sure where their next meal is coming from.
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Position: Against Digital Divide 

Many have defined digital divide as being the gap that has developed between those

that have access and knowledge of  how to use a computer and/or the Internet and

those that do not. But it’s not that simple. The digital divide concept is not a “bipolar

societal split.” Instead it is a gradation based upon the access one has to such

technology (i.e. computers and/or the Internet). Being this the case, we are of  the

position that the public should not subsidize computer and/or Internet access for

underserved areas and communities. If  we define subsidize as making computers

further available than public libraries and public schools, then computers and/or

internet access should not be subsidized for any area or community be it

underserved or not. The first premise being that computer and/or Internet access is

a privilege, not a right. Access to the information provided via computers can easily

be obtained from a public library amongst other resources. Computers themselves

as well as the internet may be found within public libraries, universities, schools,

and/or jobs, thus one is not truly deprived of  them. It is evident that people with a

larger amount of  money have a greater degree of  access to computers and vice

versa. However, having a higher social standing does clearly gives one access to

other such “gadgets” that make life easier. One cannot say that computers and/or

Internet access are a basic human necessity and without them one would die.

Furthermore, as new technologies become available (i.e. faster computers, larger

memories etc.), and computer and/or Internet access becomes further wide spread,

the prices for computers is expected to go down. Hence, there is no need to

subsidize as of  right now. 

References: 

http://chronicle.com/free/v48/i11/11a05101.htm 

http://www.census.gov/prod/2001pubs/p23-207.pdf  



http://www.firstmonday.dk/issues/issue7_7/warschauer/ 

http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2001071
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Position – 

Supporting legislation to bridge the digital divide 

Argument – 

The digital divide must be bridged for the sake of  educating America’s youth.

Education is a high national priority in the United States. Due primarily to increased

technologies, educational strategies have (necessarily) changed dramatically.

Previous generations of  students were taught based on the assumption that the best

way to prepare them for future careers was to compel them to acquire as much

factual knowledge possible. In today’s world, however, where bodies of  knowledge

are increasing exponentially, education should be primarily focused on developing

intellectual strategies: methods of  acquiring knowledge quickly and applying it, as

well as flexibility of  thought. Access to technology is an integral part of  this

principle, and providing computers and internet access in the classroom will prove

vital to the education of  the current generation as well as future ones. 

Related Source – 

PBS’s Series of  the Digital Divide: 

http://www.pbs.org/digitaldivide/ 

http://www.pbs.org/digitaldivide/class-main.html
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Position Posting 

Position: Our position is strongly against any government subsidy of  digital access. 

Point: The Internet and digital access in general is a privilege and therefore should

NOT be subsidized by the government. 

In the last 15 or so years have digital access has become more and more

commonplace. People have become accustomed to using the Internet every day for

work, for information at home, as well as for entertainment. It has become an

extremely valuable and timesaving tool, though it is not crucial to surviving in our

society. The Internet and other digital tools are just that, tools. They save time,

connect people more quickly, and transfer massive amounts of  information all over

the world. But in the final analysis, the Internet is nothing more than a time-saver.

There is no information on the Internet that cannot be found somewhere else, such

as a library. The proof  of  this is that there are millions of  people without digital

access are able to function perfectly well in society. They communicate with others

via mail, telephone, telegram, or other means and are not in any way unable to

function. The fact is that 15 years ago nobody had digital access and everyone was

able to prosper in our economy, provided they worked hard. If  all of  this is true than

the Internet is nothing more than a tool to make communication and information-

gathering easier and should absolutely not be subsidized by the government. The

government should subsidize universal health care before they try to subsidize each

person’s America Online screen name.
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Position: The public should subsidize computer and Internet access for underserved

areas and communities. 

Argument: 

A digital divide exists in America. Many people in the United States are uneducated

and computers equipped with Internet access can provide a proper education.

Besides providing educational information, computers with Internet access teach job

skills that are necessary in order to find employment today. Therefore, if  we

subsidize computers and Internet access for underserved areas and communities,

we will improve the United States economy because it will improve the quality of

the work force. 

Underserved: 

“We concentrate on groups who are "underserved" today in terms of  access to

computers and the Internet, including Americans who have low incomes, live in rural

communities, have limited education, and are members of  racial or ethnic

minorities. Low-income is defined as having an annual family income of  less than

$14,150 for a family of  three, the level used by the federal government to define

poverty.” 

Reference: 

Reich, Robert. “Investing in People “Good for Us as a Nation,” Says Secretary of

Labor.” CenterWork. 7:3 (1996) http://ncrve.berkeley.edu/CW73/Reich.html 

Bazzell, Imani, “Online Content for Low-Income and Underserved Americans: The

Digital Divide’s New Frontier.” The Children’s Partnership. March 2000.

<http://www.childrenspartnership.org/pub/low_income/introduction.html#1>
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